71 8TAT.) PUBLIC LAW 85-53—JUNE 13, 1957 81

Public Law 85-53
AN ACT June la,’ 1957
To fix the responsibilities of certifying officers and disbursing officer of the [H. R, 7234]
Library of Congress.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter, ciorery of Con
each officer and employee of the Library of Congress, including the _Certifying offi-
Copyright Office, who has been duly authorized in writing by the ;
Librarian of Congress to certify vouchers for payment from appro-
priations and funds, shall (1) be held responsible for the existence
and correctness of the facts recited in the certificate or otherwise
stated on the voucher or its supporting papers and for the legality of
the ﬁupoaed payment under the appropriation or fund involved;
(2) required to give bond to the United States, with good anc
sufficient surety approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, in such
amount as may be determined by the Librarian of Congress, pursuant
to standards prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, and under
such conditions as may be preseribed by the Secretary of the Treasury ;
(3) be held responsible and accountable for the correctness of the
computations of certified vouchers; and (4) be held accountable for
and required to make good to the United States the amount of any
illegal, improper, or incorrect payment resulting from any false,
inaccurate, or misleading certificate made by him, as well as for any
payment prohibited by law or which did not represent a legal obliga-
tion under the appropriation or fund involved: Provided, That the  felief from lla-
Comptroller General of the United States may, at his discretion,
relieve such certifying officer or employee of liabifity for any payment
otherwise proper whenever he finds (1) that the certification was
based on official records and that such certifsring officer or employee
did not know, and by reasonable diligence and inquiry could not have
ascertained, the actual facts, or (2) that the obligation was incurred
in good faith, that the payment was not contrary to any statutor
provision specifically prohibiting edpaymants of the character involved,
and the United States has received value for such payment: Provided
further, That the Comptroller General shall relieve such certifying
officer or employee of liability for an overpayment for transportation
services made to any common carrier covered by title II1, part II,
section 322, of the Transportation Act of 1940, approved September 33 et 351
18, 1940, whenever he finds that the overpayment occurred solely be-
cause the administrative examination made prior to payment of the
transportation bill did not include a verification of transportation
rates, freight classifications, or land grant deductions.

Sec. 2. The liability of these certifying officers or employees shall A Advance deci-
be enforced in the same manner and to the same extent as now pro- 2
vided by law with respect to enforcement of the liability of disbursing
and other accountable officers; and they shall have the right to apply
for and obtain a decision by the Comptroller General on any question
of law involved in a payment on any vouchers presented to them for
certification.

Seo. 3. The disbursing officer of the Library of Congress shall (1) Disbursing offi-
disburse moneys of the Library of Congress only upon, and in strict “
accordance with, vouchers duly certified by the Librarian of (longress
or by an officer or employee of the Library of Congress duly author-
ized in writing by the Librarian to certify such vouchers; (2) make
such examination of vouchers as may be necessary to ascertain whether
thegr are in proper form, and duly certified and approved; and (3)
be held acecountable accordingly : Pyrovided, That the gisbursing officer
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shall not be held accountable or responsible for any illegal, improper,
or incorrect payment resulting from any false, imaccurate, or mis-
leading certif}cata, the responsibility for which, under section 1 hereof,
is imposed upon a certifying officer or employee of the Library of
Congress.

Approved June 13, 1957,

Public Law 85-54
AN ACT

To amend the Legislative Appropriation Aet, 1855, with reference to official office
expenses of Members of Congress.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United Ntates of America in ('ongress assembled, That the nineteenth
paragraph under the subheading “Contingent Expenses of the House”
under the heading “HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES” in the
Legislative Appropriation Act, 1955 (2 U. 8. C., sec. 122a; Public
Law 470, Eighty-third Congress), is amended to read as follows:

“The Clerk of the House is authorized and directed to reimburse
each Member from the contingent fund in an amount not to exceed
$150 quarterly, upon certification of a Member, for official office
expenses incurred outside the District of Columbia.”

Approved June 13, 1957.

Public Law 85-55

AN ACT

To extend the period within which Export-Import Bank of Washington may
make loans.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Kepresentatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 8 of
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended (12 U. S. C. 635f),
is amended by striking out “June 30, 1958” and inserting in lien
thereof “June 30, 1963".

Approved June 17, 1957,
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